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Kent Literacy Awards
On 20th June Mrs Skinner, Miss Webb and Mrs Antoncini attended the Kent Literacy
Awards at The Hempstead House Hotel. The evening was attended by schools throughout
Kent. We had received a nomination for “Best scheme to excite reluctant readers”
The guest speaker was patron of the literacy awards Terry Waite, who shared his experiences
of captivity and how reading and imagination had helped him, he was inspirational to listen
to.
We were delighted to receive the award for Reading Interventions which you can find more
information about in our nomination below.
In the majority of cases, when pupils start attending The Rowans AP, there is a significant
diﬀerence between their chronological age and reading age. We needed a way to close the
gap that would work for the pupils attending our school and their diﬀering needs.
Reading interventions were introduced to improve and
strengthen pupils reading this, has a positive impact on
every lesson they attend.
Reading interventions are 1:1, removing the
embarrassment factor of reading in front of peers. So that
Pupils can grow in confidence in their own reading ability.
The interventions are carried out by a dedicated team of
interventions staﬀ.
Pupils are able to choose their own reading book from the
many titles available in the Rowans Library, ensuring that they are able to engage in a book
which captures their imagination.
In certain sessions pupils will read to Buster, one of our school dogs. Dogs are nonjudgmental, attentive and perfect listeners, encouraging the children to read aloud.
When reading interventions began at The Rowans AP there was a certain stigma attached to
being taken out of a lesson to read. Pupils would resist coming to a reading intervention as it
wasn’t within their comfort zone. Some pupils hadn’t engaged with a book for years, they had
the skills to read but the skills had remained dormant. This resulted in pupils who were
embarrassed to read in class in front of their peers as they had no faith in their own reading
ability.
Pupils now happily attend reading interventions, with the majority of pupils at the school
having attended or currently attending an intervention, it is considered, by the pupils, to be
part of their regular school day. Pupils can also self-refer for an intervention, which many
pupils have done.
The whole school completes a Hodder reading assessment three times per year to check progress.
In 2016/17 KS3 made an average of 15 months of progress and KS4 an average of 26 months
progress. There are some fantastic results being shown so far this academic year with some pupils
making up to 37 months progress.

Hoppers
Following Rowans’ tradition, the year 11’s packed up their pillows and headed to Hoppers for a
jam-packed 2 days filled with revision. On the first day of activities, the pupils were raring to
go and worked solidly throughout all of the tasks. Miss Clayton had prepared an exciting task
involving VR codes and matching up key English words to their definitions and examples. Demi
demonstrated an excellent understanding of the task and completed it in record time! Mr
Prescott then followed this with an amazing maths session which allowed pupils to develop
their problem-solving skills which is an essential part of the maths exam. Jack and Tommy
worked incredibly hard throughout these activities and displayed excellent maths skills.
That evening, Mr Hake and Mr Taylor worked hard to tire everyone out so they would sleep
through the night! They played games of rounders and football which, as always, James was
definitely man of the match. Everyone then enjoyed a well-deserved Dominos, courtesy of Miss
Johnson. The first evening ended with everyone snuggled into the living room watching TV. It
was a rather uneventful evening, aside from Callum W. waking Mr Taylor up at 3am playing the
song Shaggy.
The next day, Mr Hake and Mrs Bourner made bacon sandwiches and the pupils then groggily
got ready for another full day of revision. With the help of Mrs Keeble, Mrs Bourner and Miss
Harris, the activities ran smoothly and the pupils worked hard to revise for Maths and English.

EXHIBITION
GCSE Art, Photography and Resistant Materials Exhibition
This term, the GCSE pupils showcased their work in The Rowans End of Year Exhibition. It was
held in The Halpern Gallery, at the Nucleus Art Centre in Chatham. The private viewing was a
huge success. Friends, family, colleagues and the local community joined us in celebrating
the pupils’ achievements. There was a huge variety of work on display, from outstanding
artwork, stunning tables and thought provoking photographs. The exhibition was a testament
to how hard the pupils and staff have worked throughout the year and it was a perfect finale to
a challenging year. Thank you to everyone who came to support us at this special event. We will
hopefully see you the same time next year!

Wimbledon
The Rowans students
were very lucky to get to
experience the best lawn
tennis tournament of the
year! We watched a
thrilling game on court 1
between Marin Cilic and
Guido Pella. A once in a
life time experience and one to tick oﬀ the bucket
list. The sun was shining and the students
behaviour was exemplary. A really enjoyable day
for staﬀ and students

Cricket
Jack and Olli had the privilege of
accompanying Mr Cheal to the
2nd day of India A v West Indies
A at the Kent County Cricket
ground in Beckenham. On a
scorching hot day we managed
to see some top cricket played
and the boys were a credit to the
school! To top the day oﬀ we
were even able to catch a
glimpse of Crystal Palace FC’s
first day of pre season training

Blackout Poetry

Word from Casper
I would like to give a BIG
shout out to my special friend
Leyton. Thank you for playing
with me every Monday when I
come to school. You find my
stick for me every break and
lunch time and I have great fun
chasing my stick and playing

KS3 created some really
powerful and emotive blackout
poetry around WW2. They
created the whole poem before
blacking it out, resulting in
beautiful word choices that
were left.

GOODBYE
Sad to say goodbye to our two amazing social
student workers Temi and Fola. They’ll be missed
by staff and students.

Sports Science Trip
On the 27th May, BTEC Sport pupils visited CCCU’S Sports Science lab for a day of sports
testing. In the morning pupils experienced a range of lab tests, identical to tests that elite
performers undergo, such as the VO2 Max test, the Wingate test and having access to the BodPod
that calculates body fat percentage. In the afternoon pupils completed a circuit of field tests, which
measured their flexibility, power, co-ordination and speed. This was an amazing experience for our
pupils and a day that they thoroughly enjoyed. Because it was so successful we will now be
making
this an

annual
trip for pupils studying BTEC Sport.

Exam Season
As head of KS4 I have been very proud of how our
KS4 pupils have taken their busy exam schedules in
their stride. They have been revising hard, attending
after school clubs and holiday revision events. Pupils
have acted with maturity and resilience, attending
exam after exam, with some
pupils having 10 exams to sit,
lasting up to 15 hours of exam
time. Our pupils have
equipped themselves with all
the tools they needed to be
successful learners and I am
sure it will pay off on the 23rd
August, when they get their
results.
Well done KS4.

Photography Trip
The Rowans GCSE Photography group went to
London to capture images towards their
portfolio.
The group started the day by getting the train
to Charing Cross Station, and were
impressed by the beauty of the
surrounding area, capturing images in the
pouring rain, before arriving at Sky
Garden. After an hour in the dry they
continued by getting the tube to Southbank
to see the London Eye, Houses of
Parliament and Leake Sreet Graffiti tunnel.

Two of our pupils, Jack and John, celebrating after

their final exam. You can see they are pleased
to have reached the end!

Legoland
In June, the majority of KS3 had the exciting
opportunity to go to LegoLand for the day. The
aim of the trip was to bring maths and
computing alive outside of the classroom.
Before attending the Lego Robotics workshop,
all of the pupils were allowed to explore the
theme park and go on all of the rides. They all
had a lot of fun and especially loved the ride
that went in circles up and down a curved track
– it made Mr Taylor feel very sick! After they
had their fun on the rides, they then participated
in the Lego Robotics workshop. Through a
hands-on approach, students were able to
complete a series of space challenges with the
Lego Mindstorms Education Robots. In
particular, Lucy and Sophie were very good at
this and spent a lot of time trying to create a
robot that attacked people!

DT & STEM
Super New Chalet!
It has been a long time coming but Mrs Gale and the DT team are very excited to
have finally received a new building to replace the leaky, cold chalet they were using
for lessons. A few months ago, KS3
pupils wrote very persuasive letters to
Miss Johnson (as part of their Extended
Writing task) and successfully explained
the ‘unacceptable, terrible working
conditions’ within the old chalet, which
led to plans being drawn up to get a
completely new building – which is
beautiful. The new wooden chalet is
much bigger, more secure, warm in the
cold and cool in the summer. We are all
super excited to move in and thank Miss
Johnson, and the governors, for providing
us with a lovely new space in which to
enjoy our DT lessons.
Terrific Tables!
Congratulations to the GCSE Resistant Materials group for the beautiful tables they
have made for their coursework projects. All the boys worked incredibly hard to
design and make such unique and high-quality products, and we are all very

Beautiful Boxes!
The key stage 3 pupils have been working hard again this term learning to laminate and
curve plywood. They have created some amazing jewellery boxes and really developed
their workshop skills and made creative use of CAD / CAM for the lid. Well done guys!

Leavers Meal
It is always a special evening when we
celebrate Year 11 leaving and moving on
to their next stage of education,
employment or training. All the staff
accompanied the Year 11 pupils for a
three-course meal followed by awards,
Oscars and some special films. We talk
about The Rowans being a family and each
year it is emotional saying goodbye. This
year has been no different, we have had
the pleasure of 20 amazing young people
in Year 11 all of whom will leave The
Rowans with the skills and qualifications
to be successful, happy and fulfilled. We
know that we all go through life making
mistakes but what we must do is learn
from them and grow to be better because
of them. The Year 11s , along with all pupils
at The Rowans, are constantly reminded
about the importance of respect,
resilience, commitment and kindness.
Miss Johnson presented each pupil with an
oscar and a leavers book, filled with
special memories of their time at The
Rowans. We have known some of our
year 11 pupils for many years and it is
always hard to say goodbye, it has been a
challenging journey for some at certain
times but we are proud of the personal
progress that they have made. Watching
them transform into young adults has
been an absolute privilege. We wish them
all the best as they move on

Expedition
On the 20th and 21st June Macy, Riley,
Ashley, James and Lewis all completed
their bronze DofE expedition. Pupils
worked through the extreme heat to
cover 18km over two days, as well as
camping overnight at Bexon Lane. All
pupils demonstrated amazing attitudes
and resilience, overcoming different
obstacles and hurdles along the way. Outstanding
teamwork was present throughout the expedition, with
pupils carrying others bags when needed and motivating
each other to succeed. An amazing achievement by all
and memories created that will last a life time. Well done.

College
During terms 5 and 6 pupils on the college carousel successfully
completed Micro-Mechanics and Bricklaying. During this time
they have been taught valuable life skills and
enjoyed the college experience. Riley and
Ryan. G showed superb soldering skills,
during Micro- Mechanics and Alfie’s
bricklaying ability was incredible. Well done
to all pupils for their hard work and
resilience. We look forward to continuing our
ever growing relationship with Mid Kent
College next academic year!

Bobby Moore Fund
On 11th May, Staff and Pupils wore football shirts to raise money for the Bobby Moore Fund which funds pioneering,
life-saving research into bowel cancer. Pupils were challenged at break time to see who could do the
most kicks ups and who could hit the crossbar. Well done to Jack and Matt who were our winners!
At lunch time, the pupils thought they were good enough to take on the teachers in a football
match. With only 6 players, the staff took the lead through a text book finish by Mr Taylor. With the
pupils struggling to score past Mr Mansford, the staff team should have won easily with Mr Prescott,
Mr Cheal and Mr Hake missing some glorious chances. However with minutes to go, a long ball by
John found Louie who drilled the ball across the goal, the ball bounced up, hitting Joseph on the
arm and bobbled into the bottom corner. Louie should have won the game in the dying seconds
but a last ditch tackle from Mr Taylor meant the game finished 1-1.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the day and donated to a great cause. Overall we raised
a massive £55.82! Hopefully next year we can raise even more!

Gillingham FC
During the Easter holidays,
staff and pupils were
committed to making the
most of the time to revise. I
was so pleased to see so
many Year 10 and 11 pupils
working incredibly hard ready
for their summer exams.
During one of these busy
days, we welcomed The
Chairman of Gillingham
Football Club, Paul Scally into school. Mr Scally was
impressed with the work and commitment from staff
and pupils and promised Head Boy and huge
football fan, Jack Abbott, a signed Gillingham FC
football and tickets to a match. Jack wants to say a
massive thank you to Mr Scally.

Robot Football
Key stage 3 pupils had
the opportunity to be
part of Sphero robotic
workshop on June 7th.
Pupils showed excellent
coding skills.

Jack wins prestigious Medway Youth Award
Miss Johnson, Mrs May and Mr Taylor were incredibly proud when they accompanied
Jack, with his mum, to the Medway Youth Awards at Priestfields Stadium in Gillingham
on Tuesday 10th July. Jack had been nominated in the ‘Progress and Achievement’
category. We were delighted when it was announced that Jack had won, sponsored
by Questor Insurance. He is a true ambassador for The Rowans and we are delighted
that he has secured himself an apprenticeship as a groundsman at Chatham Town FC.
Alongside his apprenticeship, Jack will be returning to The Rowans two days a week to
support learning, encourage reading and mentor our young people. What an amazing
role model!

Breakfast Club

Breakfast club is open daily from 8am until 8.40am.
We have a selection of cereals, fruit, toast with
different toppings, crumpets, smoothies and once a
week a cooked option of bacon rolls or sausage
muffins.
Come and join us and benefit from having a healthy
nutritious start to your day.

Rowans Swimming Club

Swimming is a great sport and helps to build
strength, endurance and improve fitness. It is also a
great way to relieve stress and have fun.
Jack, Fabian, Leyton, Daniel, Tommy and Ryan
were all non-swimmers 12 weeks ago. After
attending every session and working incredibly hard
they have all achieved their 20m certificates. These
boys are able to continue swimming after school
and at weekends during their free time. I am
incredibly proud of your achievements.

Royal Engineers
Mr Hake and Mr Mansford took a group of Engineering/Construction
pupils to the Royal Engineers museum in Gillingham, to not only admire
the fine examples of Engineering on display, but also to seek some
career advice.
Some of the lads chatted for a while to the Royal Navy, whilst others
sought out some excellent advice from some of the other Armed Forces.
There was a large number of employers on display, offering career
advice in a wide range of different occupations, from Sports
apprenticeships, to BAE Systems.
In addition to the STEM careers on offer, the trip itself gave pupils a once
in a ifetime opportunity to stare down the nose and come face to face
with a Harrier Jump Jet that was used in the Falklands war of 1982.

Activities Week

Highlights from some of the
amazing activities on oﬀer
during The Rowansʼ activities
week.
To see more visit @TheRowansAP
on Twitter!
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Sports Day
This year’s Sports Day was held at Medway Park.
It was a fantastic day with some outstanding performances. Titans were the overall winners on the
day followed by Spartans and then Warriors with Gladiators ending in fourth.
Mr Ketcher and Mr Taylor were delighted with the behaviour of the pupils, and the determination
to succeed as a team.

Year 10 Hoppers
Thank you year 10, for such a great time at our Hoppers team building residential. It was a
great success with many of you overcoming fears, learning new skills and having new
experiences. I got to know you all a bit better and had great fun with you at Bewl Water. We
laughed until we cried, caught, lifted, supported, and communicated as a team and lived as a
family. Carry forward all you have learnt from your time at Hoppers and work as a team to
support each other through year 11. I am looking forward to seeing you all grow and develop
your future plans.
Mrs Martin
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Cashless Payments
From September 2018, we will no longer be accepting cash payments in
school. Parents/Carers will be able to make online payments for school
uniforms, trips etc.
In order to pay in this way, you will need to set up your details on the
website www.schoolgateway.com
Once you have entered your mobile and email details here, we can accept
online payments from you and a receipt will be sent to you for each
transaction. The system relies on the mobile telephone number and email
you register with matching our own records, so please ensure that the
school office has up to date information for you.
You can also register for the School Gateway App, either through the
website above or through the App Store.
If you need any assistance with setting this up, please contact the school
office and we’ll arrange for someone to help you.

Maths Challenge

House Points
1st Gladiators - 3005

2nd. Titans- 2551
3rd Spartans- 2528

4th Warriors - 1994

THE BEST OF TWITTER

Sport at The Rowans
On the 28th June, The Rowans competed at the
Medway SSG Athletics competition. On a scorching hot
day everyone competed superbly in their events and
represented the school impeccably.
Up first was KS4. Riley competed in the long jump,
Jason in the discuss and Tommy in the shot. Megan
competed for the girls in discuss. All 4 pupils just missed
out on medals with Jason finishing 0.6m off the 3rd
place. Amazing effort!
Next up was KS3. Angel was up for the girls shot. Angel
overcame her nerves to throw 3 superb shots and
managed to come 6th out of 12! Brilliant effort! Fabian
then competed in the same event for the boys finishing
5th and Tarron agonisingly missed out on a medal in a
very competitive year 9 discuss.
Amazing effort by all and a great way to the end the
sporting year!

#Thisgirlcan

Cook’s Corner
Bacon and pea risotto
INGREDIENTS
1 medium onion ﬁnely chopped 2 cloves garlic crushed
50g butter
300g Arborio risotto rice
1 litre hot chicken stock
100g frozen peas
8 rashers of bacon
Seasoning (salt, pepper & mixed herbs)
METHOD
1.Melt the butter in a frying pan over a medium
heat.
2. Add onion and bacon fry lightly for 2 mins.
3. Add garlic and cook for a further mins do not burn.
4. Add rice and fry with the onion and garlic for 1 min.
Add the hot stock gradually, stirring constantly, until
the liquid has been
absorbed. Continue
adding stock until all
stock has been used.

FINAL WORD…

What a year it has been. Once again at The Rowans Academy, staff and pupils
have achieved an enormous amount. The year started off with the best GCSE
results pupils at The Rowans have ever achieved. The year 11s started off the
academic year with grades already in hand and determined to achieve. The hard
work has continued all year and the year 11 pupils have now left knowing they have
given it everything. Hard work and revision after school and at Hoppers have meant
that the pupils were ready for their exams. It has been amazing to see the year 11
pupils striving for their futures. This year the leavers meal was once again a huge
success. The staff and pupils all looked amazing and the evening was very special,
the year 11 leavers film went down well and the room was filled with laughter and
tears! There have been many special moments throughout the year and highlights
for me have been: spending the evening with Jack at The Medway Youth Awards
where he won the Medway award for progress and
achievement, listening to Dylan sing, Macy overcoming
her fears on the Duke of Edinburgh expedition and
proving that #thisgirlcan, and having the privilege of
taking six pupils to Alton Towers during activities week
which was by far the funniest and most enjoyable
school trip I have been on. Activities week was a huge
success this year and so many pupils got to
experience so many new things.
There has been a huge amount of academic progress
this year, pupils have made months of progress in their
reading ages, many have exceeded their subject target
grades for the year and I have seen some amazing
practical work such as picture frames, money boxes and
sensory lamps. In addition, the work displayed at the
exhibition this year was of the highest quality. None of
these achievements or successes would have been
possible without the constant hard work, commitment and
dedication from the inspirational staff team. It was amazing
for the staff team to have their hard work recognised at The
Pearson’s Teaching Awards where they won staff team of the year. It now leaves
me to say thank you to all parents for their unwavering support of the school, well
done to all pupils who have made the most of their year at school and I wish you all
a wonderful summer break. I look forward to welcoming you all back on the 4th
September for another great year.

Miss Johnson

